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COMPETITION CORE RULES & REQUIREMENTS  
As amended 7 January 2023  

  
Although these rules form the framework for all WAPF competitions there may be variation specific to some 
competitions. Where there is a contradiction, the rules specific to a competition take precedence. These core 

rules DO NOT apply to the WA Photographic Salon. See also Commentary on Core Rules for explanation.  

  

1. The competition is open to non-professional photographers who are financial members of a club 

affiliated with the WAPF. Photographers are considered professional if photography is their 

prime source of income.   

  

2. All elements of an image shall be photographic in origin.  

 

3. All elements of an image shall have been created by the author, including all development/post-

production except for printing. 

 

4. The capture date of the main element of the image shall be no earlier than 24 months before the 

competition closing date.  

  

5. Each image entered, regardless of category, shall be substantially different in subject and 

interpretation from any other image entered by the same author in the current or any other 

WAPF competition. This clause reflects the intent of the WAPF to showcase unique, content-

diverse pictures.  
 

If two images are considered as being of the same subject and interpretation, the Competition 

Coordinator will attempt to contact the photographer to discuss this, but if contact cannot be 

made before the closing date of the competition, the first image received will be retained and 

subsequent relevant images will be disqualified.  

 

6. A Monochromatic image shall be Black & White or an image toned with a SINGLE hue.   

  

7. A Colour image must contain two or more colours.   

  

8. Images shall not be watermarked or have a logo embedded.   

  

9. WAPF deserves the right to reject an image if in WAPF’s opinion:   

a) It is or may be attended by unlawful or immoral aspects, or   

b) Publication might expose WAPF to criminal prosecution or civil liability.  

 



WAPF Competition Core Rules & Requirements V12  4 January 2023  Page 2 of 4  

  

  

10. Copyright remains with the entrant, but the entrant agrees that the WAPF may have limited 

license to use any entered image for WAPF promotional purposes, either online or in print. If 

used, the photographer will be credited but logos or watermarks will not be applied.  

 

11. Entries that may not comply to the rules or topic will be considered by the Competition 

Coordinator and/or Review Committee before they are disqualified. Entrants including prize-

winners shall be able to provide evidence that the rules have been followed. This might include a 

file of the submitted image in a layered format, together with all image files used to create a 

composite image with their metadata.  

 

12. Judges and Review Committee decisions will be final and no further correspondence or 

discussion will be entered into.   

  

13. There will be no refund of entry fees for entries deemed to be ineligible and disqualified.  

  

14. All Prizes must be taken as offered. 

 

15. The statement below is to be included on all WUFOO/Entry forms created for competitions, with 

a compulsory check box for the entrant to acknowledge compliance.  

 

By entering the Competition, I acknowledge that I have read and understand the rules of this 

competition and I warrant that:   

  

a) My entry is my own original work;   

b) All details provided with the entry are true and accurate;   

c) I have all necessary rights and authorities to grant WAPF the rights to use my images as 

outlined in the Conditions of Entry;   

d) Use of the entry by WAPF, in accordance with the Conditions of Entry, will not infringe the 

rights of any third party;   

  

In the case of a club competition, the above warranty is taken to reflect the responsibility of the club 

rather than that of the individual submitting the entries.  

  

  

  

DIGITAL ENTRIES   

1. Files must contain full EXIF data so that the date of capture can be confirmed.   

  

2. File Specifications Digital Images:   

a) Images to be sized no more than 1920 pixels wide AND no more than 1080 pixels 

high;   

b) Maximum file size shall be 1.5 MB;   

c) The colour space SHOULD be sRGB. NOTE: entries not in sRGB Colour space may be 

disadvantaged, as they will be judged in the sRGB colour space;   

d)  The file format shall be JPEG.   
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3. The image files must be correctly labelled in line with the individual competition requirements, 

but must include:   

a) Entrant’s first name and surname (in that order), plus the image title;   

b) Each entity is to be separated by an underscore;   

c) A category or the competition name cannot be used as the title.   

  

  

4. Only entries uploaded and submitted via the WAPF online entry form will be accepted.   

  

5. High Resolution Files are to be provided, on request, for images shortlisted as finalists.   

  

  

  

PRINTS   

Images are destined to be critically appraised by judges and hung in exhibitions. They need to be 

light and compact for ease of transportation and display, of a standard size and format for ease of 

handling and judging and be composed of materials that will not damage other entries. 

Furthermore, as judges, peers and the public will view images, both the content and the 

presentation should be of a high standard. With these requirements in mind, the following rules 

apply:   

  

1. Prints must be flush mounted on a single board or matted behind a window mount;   

2. A window mount mat must be black or white;   

3. The external size of the mount must be 40 cm x 50 cm;   

4. The window mount mat and backing board must be the same dimensions;   

5. The maximum thickness of the mat, print and backing is 5 mm;   

6. The maximum visible print size is 40 cm x 50 cm;   

7. The minimum visible print size is 400 square cm;   

8. All prints and mounts must be affixed permanently using methods and materials that are 

suitable for long term adhesion. Prints that slip on the mount may be excluded from 

judging or removed from exhibition;   

9. The mat and backing must be free of hooks, Velcro, glue or sticky residue;   

10. Taping of mat edges is not acceptable;   

11. The print is to be labelled on the BACK, TOP LEFT, with the club name, image title and 

photographers name. If the print was previously a digital entry, then the label must 

contain the same detail as the digital entry.   

  

These are core or common rules that provide a guideline for club’s and their members. It is 

important to note that each competition is likely to have additional rules, specific to that 

competition.   

  

Notes   

Committee Meeting Date   

  

19 November 2017 Adopted by WAPF Committee   
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4 April 2018 Rule 3 - amendment to include “and/or” (V2)   

  

11 November 2018 Rules 2 and 3 full re-write (V3)   

Correction of typing error only to remove old version of Rule 3 which was not removed when the 

new Rule 3 was entered into the document. All subsequent rules were auto renumbered. (V4)   

  

13 February 2019. Rule 8 replaced, amendment to Rule 14. (V5)   

  

12 April 2019. Committee vote to change Rule 9 to include permission for WAPF to use images for 

training purposes. The idea is that WAPF may use images submitted from competitions for judge 

training, using an agency such as but not restricted to WAPJA. The original wording was:   

“Copyright remains with the entrant, but the entrant agrees that the WAPF may have limited license 

to use any entered image for WAPF promotional purposes, either online or in print. If used, the 

photographer will be credited, though, no logos or watermarks will be applied.”  The new version 

reads:   

“Copyright remains with the entrant, but the entrant agrees that the WAPF may have limited license 

to use any entered image for WAPF promotional or training purposes, either online or in print. If 

used for promotion, the photographer will be credited, though, no logos or watermarks will be 

applied." (V6)   

  

8 December 2019. Rule 9 changed back to the original version (V5), deleting the words “or training” 

(V7)   

  

15 March 2020. Rule 1 changed as follows:   

Our current core rule #1 states:   

"The competition is open to amateur photographers who are financial members of a club affiliated 

with the WAPF. For the purpose of this competition a professional photographer is considered to be 

either an AIPP member (Student or Full) or an individual whose photography is their prime source of 

income."   

Updated core rule #1   

"The competition is open to amateur non professional photographers who are financial members of 

a club affiliated with the WAPF. For the purpose of this competition a professional photographer is 

considered to be either an accredited professional AIPP member (Student or Full) or an individual 

whose photography is their prime source of income."   

  

7 February 2021 – corrected numerous grammatical and punctuation errors. Combined Rules 3 and 4 

since numerous alterations in the past meant that they essentially meant the same thing.  

26 April 2021 – Changed Paragraph 2. c) of Digital Entries to read:  

“The colour space SHOULD be sRGB. NOTE: entries not in sRGB Colour space may be disadvantaged, 

as they will be judged in the sRGB colour space  

 

4 Jan 2023 – Clause 1 - reference to AIPP omitted. Clause 2 split into 3 for clarification of intent. 

Clause 11 – evidence of compliance on request. Other minor editorial changes.  


