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PhotoWest News

11-13 Septembier 2026

Announces Some of the Inspiring Line-Up of Speakers

The Western Australian photographic community is in for a treat when PhotoWest 2026
comes to the Boya Community Centre from 11-13 September 2026. This year's
conference will bring together photographers, educators, visual storytellers and
industry professionals for a weekend of learning, inspiration and connection.

Among the highlights of the conference will be presentations from three outstanding
photographers whose work spans portraiture, documentary storytelling, conservation,
and visual advocacy.

Steven Wise — The Power of Portraiture and Visual Storytelling
Perth-based photographer Steven Wise is renowned for his fine
art portraiture and commercial photography practice. As the
creative force behind 27 Creative and the leader of the Medical
Multimedia Design Department at Royal Perth Hospital, Steve's
work bridges art, storytelling and healthcare.

An award-winning photographer whose work has been
recognised at state, national and international levels, Steve is
particularly known for his collaborative approach to portraiture,
creating images that explore lived experiences and human connection.

His ongoing Depth of Field project has contributed to humerous peer-reviewed
Publications and demonstrates how photography can foster deeper understanding
and empathy through visual narrative.

PhotoWest attendees will gain valuable insight into Steve's creative process, his
approach to working with subjects, and the role photography can play in telling
meaningful human stories.

Tace Stevens — Photography, Culture and Story Sovereignty
Acclaimed Noongar and Spinifex photographer and
filmmaker Tace Stevens brings a powerful voice to
contemporary documentary photography.

A self-taught photographer with a film degree from the
Australian Film Television and Radio School, Tace's work
centres on community, education and story sovereignty. Her
internationally recognised project We Were Just Little Boys
documents the experiences of Survivors of the Kinchela Boys
Home and has been exhibited both nationally and
internationally, including at PHOTO 2024 and the prestigious Les Rencontres d'Arles in
France.

In 2025, Tace received the Olive Cotton Award for her portrait of Uncle Bill and was
selected by Tall Poppy Press to publish her debut monograph. Her presentation will offer
attendees a unique perspective on documentary practice, ethical storytelling, and the
importance of photography in preserving and sharing cultural narratives.

Wendy Mitchell — Exploring and Protecting Our Natural World
Photographer, conservationist, diver and expedition leader,
Wendy Mitchell has spent much of the past decade documenting
some of the world's most remarkable marine and wilderness
environments.

Growing up in Western Australia fostered a lifelong connection
to nature that continues to drive her work today.

' Through compelling imagery and storytelling, Wendy shines a
light on remote ecosystems and the increasing environmental
pressures they face. Her photography not only celebrates the
beauty of the natural world but also serves as a powerful call
to action for conservation. Attendees can look forward to hearing about her adventures
beneath the ocean's surface, the challenges of photographing remote environments,
and how photography can be used as a tool for environmental advocacy.

More Than Just Speakers

These exceptional presenters are only part of what makes PhotoWest 2026 a must attend
event. The conference will also feature hands-on workshops, trade displays,

networking opportunities, social events, and the chance to connect with photographers
from across Western Australia and beyond.

Whether your passion lies in portraiture, documentary photography, wildlife,
conservation, landscape photography, or creative expression, PhotoWest 2026

promises a weekend packed with inspiration, learning and photographic excellence.

Mark your calendars now for 11-13 September 2026 and join us in the beautiful Perth
Hills for one of Western Australia's premier photographic events.

Membier Clube

Northam Photography Group (NPG) was started by Jenny Utting and Martin Carter with get togethers starting in 2011.

Local people who were interested in learning more and getting off "Auto"” meeting
and talking about photography in Northam town.

The first formal workshop was 'Getting to know your camera’ delivered by Seng
Mah in 2012, who has been a big supporter of the group since then and a frequent
judge. There were some guests from the Mundaring Camera Club present at the
first workshop, who ended up joining the NPG.

The group has been adventurous in its workshops very often with weekends away,
pop up workshops in abandoned buildings and local heritage sites. Amongst the list
is a series of portraiture workshops including Film Noir, 1920"s, 1940's, Steam Punk
to name a few. There was one memorable evening light painting workshop in the
Wheatbelt with grain silo’s and we were just finished when a lightening storm
commenced on the hill behind us, what a night, we got a double whammy
workshop of images and couldn't believe our luck!

Always coming up with new ideas following our delivery of weekend exhibition in Northam, we evolved into a
committee and became incorporated. In 2021 we delivered the WAPF PhotoWest weekend with 140 photographers
attending, it was a great weekend with many learning opportunities. For any club that's run one, they will know it's a
lot of energy and a good rest is required after the weekend, but you certainly get a lot from the experience.

Northam is known as a host to the balloon festival which gives NPG some great photography adventures, being in the
Wheatbelt we have benefitted from the grain silo art program, farming scene's, historical buildings and railway
heritage. We run six workshops a year and six competition nights and are digital only. We are always open to
exploring new adventures and joint workshops with other clubs, please get in touch if you are interested.

Recent Historic Buildings workshop in York. Martin
taking part in the workshops with aid of a team of
wheelchair pushers.

Northam Photography Group

South Perth

SELLERS

07.30 setup
$20.00/t1able |
Bookings Essential'y
Boh 9364 5905

BUYERS

08.30-11.30
Entry $5.00

Finding your vision

Finding your vision in photography is less about mastering a camera
and more about discovering how you see the world. In an age shaped
by images from the haunting landscapes of Ansel Adams to the
intimate portraits of Annie Leibovitz it’s easy to feel that everything has
already been captured. But no one has captured it the way you would.

Your vision begins with attention. What makes you pause? Is it the quie
geometry of shadows on a city wall, the unguarded laughter between
friends, or the vast silence of a mountain horizon? The subjects that
pull you in are clues to your creative identity. Instead of chasing trends,
chase curiosity. Photograph what stirs something in you, even if it
seems ordinary. Especially if it seems ordinary.

Vision also grows through patience. It develops frame by frame,
mistake by mistake. When a shot fails, it teaches you what matters.
When it succeeds, it reveals what resonates. Over time, patterns
emerge recurring themes, preferred light, familiar emotions. These
patterns are not accidents; they are your voice forming.

Comparison can inspire, but it should not imprison you. Study the

masters, learn their techniques, and then set them aside. Your
perspective is shaped by your history, your struggles, your joys. That
combination has never existed before.

To find your vision is to trust that how you see is enough. When you

photograph with honesty and intention, yourimages become more thar
pictures they become reflections of your inner world, offered bravely to
the outer one.

Ron Speed
WAPF Committee
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More information and entry details here

Mt Barker
Wildflower & Nature Photographic Competition

24th MOUNT BARKER WILDFLOWER & NATURE
PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 2026

Entries will be displayed in the FROST OVAL PAVILION: Mc Donald Ave. MT BARKER daily from
9:30 am to 4:30 PM, Friday 16th October to Sunday 25th October 2026 (10 days).

*TOTAL PRIZE MONEY $3,000.00*
Winners of each section: First $290.00 - Second: $160.00 - Third $90.00 - Overall Winner: $200. - Peoples Choice $100

Name:
Address:
Postcode:
Telephone: email:
ENTRY FEE = $3.50 PER PRINT, PLUS RETURN POSTAGE - if required
Number Method of payment Amount Postage Total Payment
of Entries $ (if applicable) 3
Cheque/ Cash/Direct
Banking

Cheques should be made payable to: Mount Barker Wildflower Photo Competition Committee.
Direct Banking to: BSB: 633-000 A/C No: 126746320. (Please supply your name for reference).
Post or Deliver entries (with payment) to: David Aldred, 46 Langton Rd, Mt Barker WA 6324.
ENTRIES CLOSE: Sunday 13th SEPTEMBER 2026 - no later than 6pm.

NO LATE ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED.

Section 1: WA NATIVE WILDFLOWER single or multiple bloem or whole plant which may contain animal, bird
or insect

1 Price
2
3
4
Section 2: AUSTRALIAN NATURE native flora or fauna in a natural environment
1
2
3
4
Section 3: AUSTRALIAN LANDSCAPE or WILDERNESS a photo of natural scenery. Buildings, farmland or

people should not dominate the picture. Can include lakes and rivers but nothing related to the ocean
1
2
3
4
Section 4: same as sections 1,2 &3 for entrants who have NOT WON 1st, 2nd, or 3rd in ANY SECTION PREVIOUSLY
1
2
3
4
Section 5: PHOTOGRAPHIC ART same as sections 1,2 & 3 but cannot be a photo already used. Encouraged to be
digitally enhanced (see over)
1
2
3
4

This committee supports ethical photography where every effort is made to minimise mans impact on nature

COMPETITION RULES

1. NUMBER OF ENTRIES: A maximum of four (4) entries per section. Each entry shall consist of
ONE PRINT ONLY and any one print may be entered in ONE section only. Photos from previous
MOUNT BARKER WILDFLOWER PHOTO COMPETITIONS will not be eligible.

2. TITLES: For identification only, all entries must be titled. Entries NOT bearing a title will not be
eligible. The entrant's NAME, TITLE, SECTION & ENTRY Number shall be shown on the BACK of the
mount in the TOP LEFT HAND CORNER. Neither the Entrant's name, Title or Number shall be visible
from the front of the print.

3. MOUNTING: Prints, including Canvas, must not be framed and SHALL NOT have any metal loop
fittings or Velcro on the back. Prints, including Canvas must be mounted on suitable RIGID BACKING
e.g cardboard / foam board. Mount thickness must not exceed 7mm. Wood, Chipboard or Hardboard
mounts are not acceptable. The finished mounting should include a backing to cover the rear of
the picture, for stability and protection.

4. SIZE: Minimum size of the photographic print shall be 14.8cm by 21cm (A5). The maximum size
shall be 40.6cm by 50.8cm. The maximum mount size shall also be 40.6cm by 50.8cm.

5. ENTRY FEES: $3.50 Per Print. If paying by cheque please make payable to: MOUNT BARKER
WILDFLOWER PHOTO COMPETITION COMMITTEE and be included in the same package as the
photos.

6. CLOSING TIMES: Entries must reach DAVID ALDRED, 46 LANGTON RD, MOUNT BARKER, W4, 6324,
by no later than 6:00pm, SUNDAY 13th SEPTEMBER 2026. Telephone: 0478 162 997.
email: aldredd650@gmail.com

7. LATE ENTRIES: No late entries will be accepted.

8. POSTAGE AND PACKAGING: Return postage, if required, must be included with the entry fee.
Entries will be returned (if return postage received) or can be collected as soon as practicable after
the close of the exhibition. The committee will not be responsible for holding entries NOT collected
by 1st December 2026. Entries should be packed securely, as the same packaging will be used to
return them.

9. LOSS OR DAMAGE: All care is taken in handling the entries, but the Mt Barker Wildflower Photo
Committee does not accept responsibility for any loss or damage thereto.

10. DIGITAL IMAGING/COMPUTER ENHANCEMENT: Any modifications to the original image must be
made by the entrant or under his/her personal direction. Sections 1, 2, 3 & 4 to have minimal
editing and processing. It is important to retain the true colours of the images, be in focus and as
natural as found in nature, with some basic editing improvements if desired such as adjusting
contrast, exposure, cropping and so on

11. Only in Section 5 (Photographic Art) can the image be manipulated and/or enhanced in order to
achieve some special artistic effects, mood creation, highlighting unusual features and so on with
unlimited imagination and digital capability.

12. SALES: If you wish to sell your photos please mark the price on the entry form. The committee will
provide your email address to any potential purchasers.

13. DISPLAY OF ENTRIES: All entries will displayed in the FROST OVAL PAVILION, McDONALD AVE,
MT BARKER between Friday 16t October and Sunday 25th October 2026 inclusive.

14. FINAL DAY CLOSING/COLLECTION OF PHOTOGRAPHS: On Sunday 25th October the exhibition
will close at 3pm. Exhibitors and purchasers will be able to collect their photos between 4pm and

4.30 pm.

Guidance Notes for Mt Barker Wildflower and Nature Photo Competition

These guidelines have been developed to assist you in understanding our entry
criteria and rules.

Please note that any photos that do not meet the individual sections criteria will be
deemed as ineligible. The photos will still be displayed during the exhibition but
will not be scored by the judges.

Definitions:

* “Hand of man”- structures or items created by human action.

+ “Australian Native” species — must not be an introduced species - proteas
originated in South Africa.

Section 1 WA native flowers: non-native and non-WA flowers are ineligible. Photos
should be taken in situ without damage to the environment.

Section 2 Australian Nature: must be native to Australia and not introduced

species. The natural environment must have minimal if any “hand of man”
- kence posts, roads, built structures. If a bird or animal’s natural environment is
the ocean that is allowed.

Section 3 Australian Landscape or Wilderness: no “hand of man” must dominate
or distract from the natural scenery. Rural/farmland is considered “hand of man”.
Views including the ocean is NOT allowed in this section. Night-time landscapes
must not have the sky dominating the photo.

Section 5 Photographic Art: as per description on the back of the entry form. They
are encouraged to be digitally enhanced in line with the artist’s creative vision.
They must meet the same definitions as per sections 1,2,3 and 4 on the entry
forms.

Mounting of Photos: the use of matboard (foamboard)as a backing material is
recommended (available online or from a picture framers).

Use of Artificial Intelligence (Al): the committee requires that all the photos and
editing is your own work and not artificially generated.

Sale of entrant’s works: if you would like to nominate your photos for sale please

put the price on the entry form. If anyone wishes to purchase them the committee
members manning the exhibition will take the prospective buyers’ details and
forward them to you. The committee will not be responsible for the handling of any
monies. Any photos for sale will be identified at the exhibition. Purchased
photographs cannot be collected by the purchaser during the exhibition.

Save the Date!!

Old Stock Route Photo Weekend
4-6 September 2026 | Jurien Bay

The Jurien Bay Camera Club invites you to a unique weekend exploring the
history and landscapes of the old stock route around Jurien Bay.

Over the weekend we'll trace parts of this historic route while capturing a
variety of photographic opportunities, including:

»Portrait sessions with a stockman and his horses along Memorial Drive

Creative light-painting in Stockyard Gully Caves, featuring the stockman as
part of our scene

A relaxed photo walk through the wildflowers along the Vern Westbrook
Walk, discovering remnants of the old stock enclosures

And to round out the experience, we'll include some photographer favourites:
Astrophotography under dark country skies

«» Sunrise shooting in the coastal sand dunes

More details will be shared as plans come together, but for now mark the
dates in your calendar. Best of all — the weekend is free to attend.

Bring your camera, your creativity, and join us for a memorable photographic
adventure along the Old Stock Route.

Contact Julie - jtriffitt@bigpond.com or 0417 499 862 - to let us know you're
coming.
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WAPF Sponsors: Please support these companies, they
continually support the WAPF and member Clubs.

camerahouse

MIDLAND

*Please Mote: These messages has been forwarded to you In good faith by your committee, but in doing so, the committee does
not endorse the message and you must exercise your own judgement as to your respanse to it... Particular consideration should
always be given to the benefits and terms involved, liability insurance and copyright terms....
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If you would like to unsubscribe, please click here.
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https://jmu460.wixsite.com/nothamphotogroup/home
https://springhills.myphotoclub.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/wapfclubdiscussion?utm_campaign=WAPF%20-%20April%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://wapf.org.au/
https://sender.net/

